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The Vedic astronomy (Jy a ei t:y  za ô) jyotiñya çästra describes 

twenty seven stars nakñaträëi (n]Ça i [) in cosmos which 

represent measurement of time in our daily life on planet 

earth. This originated with the genius of Vedic seers åñayaù 

(\ ;y >). I will try to explain this using two dimensional 

diagrams on paper for all of us to understand. 
 

The twenty-seven Vedic stars or nakñaträëi (n]Ça i [) and 

twelve constellations räçayaù (r a zy >) are listed below. 
 

Twenty seven Vedic stars  nakñaträëi (n ] Ç a i [n ] Ç a i [n ] Ç a i [n ] Ç a i [)  

açvini (A i ñ i n), bharaëé (É r [ I) , kåtikä (k«i tka), rohiëé (r a ei h [ I),  

mågaçérñä (m&g zI;a R), ärdra (A a ÔR), punarvasu (punvRsu), puñya (pu:y), 

äçleñä (A a ðe;a), maghä (m"a), pürva phälguëé (pUvR ) a Lg u[ I), uttara 

phälguëé (% Är  ) a Lg u[ I),  hasta (h S t),  citrä (i cÇa), sväti (S va i t), 

viçäkhä (i vza oa), anurädhä (A nur a x a),  jyeñöhä (Jy eó a), mülä (mUl a), 

pürväñäòhä (pUva R;a F a), uttaräñäòhä (% Är a ;a F a),  çravaëa (ï v[),  

dhaniñöhä (x i nó a), çatabhiñä (zti É ;a), pürvabhädra (pUvRÉ a Ô),  

uttarabhädra (% Är É a Ô), revaté (r evtI) 



räçayaù (r a z y >r a z y >r a z y >r a z y >),  Constellations     

me; meña (ram)  = Aries, v&;É   våñabha (bull) = Taurus,   (i mÊ nm!) 

(midunam) twins = Gemini,  kkRq karkaöa (crab) = Cancer, i s<h  

siàha (lion) = Leo,  kNy a  kanyä (virgin) = Virgo, tul  tulä 

(Weighing scale)  = Libra,  v&i ík våçcika (scorpion) = Scorpio, 

x nus! dhanus (bow) =  Sagittarius, mkr  makara (crocodile) = 

Capricorn,  k…<É  kumbha (water pot) = Aquarius, mInm! ménam 

(fish) = Pisces.   

 

The two greatest and longest epics  (ityähasa # Ty a h s), 

Ramäyaëa r ma y [ and Mahäbhärata mh a É a r t)  of the world give 

complete astronomical details at the birth of Çréräma ï Ir a m 

and  Çré Kåñëa ï Ik«:[. Modern astronomy shows Rämäyaëa 

r a ma y [  is older than 5,000 B.C, and Mahäbhärata mh a É a r t  is older 

than 3,000 B.C. It shows the  antiquity of Vedic astronomy.  

(va LmIi k  välméki) in (ï ImÔa ma y [  çrémadrämäyaëa) records the 

complete astronomical details of the birth Çré Räma (ï Ir a m).  

Astronomical details are as follows.   
 

 

 

 



vaLmIk e>  r am ay[m! A ò adz s gR>  
välmékeù rämäyaëam añöädaça sargaù 

8, 9, 10, 11, 12  c ðaek a>   8, 9,10,11,12 ca çlokäù 
 

tta e y }e s ma Ýe tu \ tUna < ;qœ s mTy y u>,  

 ttí Öa d ze ma se cEÇe nvi mke i twa E.  8   
tato yajïe samäpte tu åtünäà ñaö samatyayuù|   
tataçca dvädaçe mäse caitre navamike tithau|| 8  

n]Çe=i d i td EvTy e S va ½s<S we;u pÂsu,   

¢h e;u kkRqe l ¶e va Kpta i vNÊ na  s h .  9  
nakñatre'ditidaivatye sväccasaàstheñu païcasu|   
graheñu karkaöe lagne väkpatävindunä saha|| 9 

àa e*ma ne j g Úa w<  s vRl a eknmS k«tm!, 

ka Es Ly a j ny d œ r a m< i d V y l ][ s<y utm!.  10  
prodyamäne jagannäthaà  sarvalokanamaskåtam| 
kausalyäjanayad rämaà divyalakñaëasaàyutam|| 10  

i v:[ a er x ¡ mh a É a g < puÇmEúva k… nNd nm!, 

 l a eki h ta ]< mh a b a ÷<  r ´a eó < Ê i Nd i É S vnm!. 11 
 viñëorardhaà mahäbhägaà putramaikñväku nandanam| 

 lokahitäkñaà mahäbähuà  raktoñöhaà dundibhisvanam||11 

ka Es Ly a  zuzuÉ e ten  puÇe[ a i mttej s a ,  

y wa  vr e[  d eva na mi d i tvRJnpa i [ na .  12   
kausalyä çuçubhe tena  putreëämitatejasä|  
yathä vareëa devänämaditirvajnapäëinä|| 12  



 
And then six seasons had rolled after the completion of the 

sacrifice (yajïa y }), in the twelfth month, on the ninth lunar 

day, under the influence of Punarvasu punvRsu, asterism 

presided by Aditi Devatä  A i d i t d evta  ,  when the Sun, moon, 

Saturn, Jupiter and Venus were at Aries, Capricorn, Libra, 

Cancer and Pisces, and when Jupiter had arisen within the 

Moon at Cancer,  Kausayä  ka Es y a  gave birth to that Lord of 

the universe bowed to by all the worlds, Räma  r a m , 

descendant of Ikñväku  # úva k… , furnished with excellent 

marks (features), the one half of Viñëu   i v:[ u , exceedingly 

righteous, with rosy eyes, mighty arms, and crimson nether 

lips, and endowed with voice like that of a kettledrum. Then 

on having given birth to that son of immeasurable prowess,  

Kausayä  ka Es y a  , looked resplendent like Aditi  A i d i t , on 

having brought forth that foremost of the celestials, wielder 

of the thunderbolt. 

 

Time lapse of time for moon between two stars. 

The moon  (candraù cNÔ>) circumambulates around the earth 

every thirty days pointing towards twenty seven Vedic stars 

(nakñaträëi  n]Ça i [). he earth circumambulates around the sun 

every 365 days. Therefore, the moon visits all 27 stars 12 x 27 + 

27 or 27 x 13 = 351 times in 365 days. The time lapse between two 



stars for the moon is 1.04 days or one day and approximately  57 

minutes.  

 

In the diagrams outer circle  show twenty seven stars. In 2nd , 

3rd  and 4th  figures earth woth cicumambulating around. The 

moon points towards each star.  Moon points towards 27 

stars approximately once every month.  

 

Remarks 

The unfortunate story is the western orientalists and the so 

called Indolologists have used Vedic astronomy as 

synonomous with astrology. It was the political agenda 

during the British rule in land.  
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Figure # 1 Showing sun, earth & moon in their respective locations. Moon 

revolves around the earth, as the earth revolves around the sun. Moon (full moon 

position) pointing towards a star (nakñatra  n]Ç). There are twenty seven stars in 

the outer circle in the diagram. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure # 2  Showing moon one quarter turn away from the previous position 

pointing towards another star (nakñatra  n]Ç). 



 
 

 

 

 

Figure # 3 Showing the moon half turn away around from the first position and 

(new moon) pointing  towards a different star (nakñatra  n]Ç). 



 
 

 

 

 

Figure # 4 Showing three quarters turn away from first position pointing 

towards a different star (nakñatra  n]Ç). 

                                                                                           Drawings by Fitzgerald Oatis  


